LIST OF YIDDISH LETTERS AND SOUNDS

PRINTED WRITTEN YIDDISH TRANSLITERATION ENGLISH

LETTER LETTER NAME OF SOUND EQUIVALENT

X Ic Shtumer Alef Silent, therefore silent

not shown

X Ic Pasekh Alef a no exact
equivalent, close
to A in Ma.

X Ic Komets Alef o no exact

T equivalent, close

to O in For

o A Beyz b B

2 ) Veyz v vV

A t Giml g G

T 3 Daled d D

! » Hey h H

3 ! Vov u 00 as in Hoof

k| ) Melupm Vov u 00
[used when 1
appears next
to 1. The dot
distinguishes 1
from m.]

Lk H Tsvey Vovn v v

i ') Vov Yud oy ()¢

I b Zayin z Z

| N Khes kh KH as in
Khanukah
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na-aoR W

) ® Fey f F
A P Langelr] Fey f F, only at the
end of a word.
X /3 Tsadek ts TS
T (y Langelr] Tsadek ts TS, only at the
end of a word.
T P Kuf k K
I B Reysh r R
v e Shin sh SH
74 e Sin s 5
ol _p Tot 1 T
n p Sof 5 S
17 A3 Daled Zayin dz DZ as in boards
73] 04 Zayin Shin zh ZH asin
Zhivago.
AN 43 Dated Zayin Shin dzh J
vv e6 Tes Shin tsh CH as in
Charlie,

Here is a sampte of Yiddish writing. Note the size of the letters in relation
to one ancther.

Yiddish has nc capital letters, but in transliteration, we shall capitalize the

first word of every sentence, the first word of every line of poetry, and proper
nouns such as the names of people and places.



v

n=-ndR T

Tes

Yud

Khirek Yud

Tsvey Yudn
Pasekh Tsvey Yudn
Kof

Khof

Langelr] Khof

Lamed

Mem

Shlos-Mem

Nun

Lange[r] Nun

Samekh

Ayin

Pey

1

iory

ey

ay

T

EE or
consonant Y

EE [used when
stressed vowel
precedes
another vowel
to show that is
in a different
syllable ]

AY as in Day
Y as in Sky

K

KH as in Bach

KH as in Bach
only at the end
of a word.

L

M

M, only at the
end of a word.

N

N, only at the
end of a word.

S

short E as in Bed

P



